FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Bringing hope to the heart of Charleston and beyond.

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 20,2026 | 10:30am



Welcome to First Presbyterian Church

16 Leon Sullivan Way ¢ Charleston, WV 25301 « 304-343-8961 « www.firstpresby.com
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. William C. Myers Ministers: All members of the congregation

A warm welcome as we gather for worship today. Whether you are a longtime member, a first-time guest,
or joining us again after some time away, we are grateful you are here.

May our worship honor God, strengthen our faith, and send us into the world with hope and joy.

All children are welcome and encouraged to participate in worship.

A reflection for worship:

“The Psalter is a little Bible.”
— Martin Luther (Preface to the Psalter, 1528)

“The Psalms are the anatomy of all the parts of the soul.”
— John Calvin (Preface to Commentary on the Book of Psalms, 1557)

“The Psalms are given to us... that we may learn to pray them.”
— Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible, 1940)

The following scriptures are provided for silent meditation during the prelude:

Semicontinuous
Exodus 16:2-15 ¢ Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45

Complementary
Jonah 3:10-4:11 ¢ Psalm 145:1-8 e Philippians 1:21-30 « Matthew 20:1-16

Cover art:
Cross with Trumpet
Benton Chapel, Vanderbilt University

Seek the welfare of the city
where I have sent you...
and pray to the Lord
on its behalf for in its welfare
you will find your welfare.
Jeremiah 29:7




Our Offering of Worship

God calls us together as one people. We come with our joys and burdens, our questions and hopes,
trusting that God meets us with grace and welcomes us into worship.

*indicates congregation standing, as able.

Opening Voluntary Voluntary on The 100th Psalm Tune Henry Purcell
Introit Come, Worship God (based on Psalm 95) O QUANTA QUALIA
The Sanctuary Choir

Come, worship God, who is worthy of honor;
Enter God'’s presence with thanks and a song!
You are the rock of your people’s salvation

To whom our jubilant praises belong.

Welcome Pastor Myers

Chiming of the Trinity

We Give Thanks and Praise

In song and prayer, we turn our hearts toward the God who creates, redeems, and sustains us.
Together we offer our praise and remember the faithfulness of God.

*Call to Worship Psalm 100 Beth Vorhees
One: Make a joyful noise to the LoRbD, all the earth.
All: Worship the Lorp with gladness; come into God’s presence with singing.
One: Know that the LoRD is God.
All: Itis God who made us, and we are God’s; we are God’s people,
and the sheep of God’s pasture.
One: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and God'’s courts with praise.
All: Give thanks to him; Bless his name.
One: For the LORD is good;
All: God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.

*Prayer of Adoration Beth Vorhees
All: We thank you and we praise you, faithful God. By your power at work within us, may we
cheerfully proclaim your goodness, selflessly show your love, and joyfully come into
your presence. You are our God. We are your people, now and always. Hallelujah! Amen.

*Hymn of Praise #385 All People That on Earth Do Dwell (based on Psalm 100) OLD HUNDREDTH



We Confess and Receive Grace
In confession, we acknowledge the ways we have fallen short and open our hearts to God’s mercy.
Through Christ, we receive forgiveness, renewal, and the promise of new life.

Prayer of Confession Psalm 51 (selected verses) Barbara Hopta

One: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
All: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.

0 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.

(Silence is kept for personal confession.)

Assurance of Pardon Psalm 103:8-12

Barbara Hopta

One: The LoRrD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever.
God does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.
All: For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us.

*Congregational Response Grace Greater Than Our Sin (refrain) Mooby
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*Sharing the Peace of Christ Pastor Myers

One:
All:

The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.



We Listen for God’s Word

God speaks to us through Scripture. The Holy Spirit opens our hearts to receive its wisdom, challenge, and hope.
We listen together for the Word that calls us to faithful living.

Prayer for Illumination Psalm 119:30-34, 105 Beth Vorhees
One: Dear Lord,
We have chosen the way of faithfulness; we set your ordinances before us.
We cling to your decrees, O LORD; let us not be put to shame.
We run the way of your commandments, for you enlarge our understanding,.
All: Teach us, O LoRp, the way of your statutes, and we will observe it to the end.
Give us understanding, that we may keep your law
and observe it with our whole hearts.
Your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.
Through Christ, our Lord, Amen.

A Time for Children Presentation of Bibles Susan Smith
Birth - K may leave for the Nursery (Room 114) for a lesson and a snack.
Children in grades 1-5 are dismissed to Children’s Church in Room E-117/119
or they may remain in the sanctuary with their parents.

An Introduction to the Psalms Jayson Keeton

A Psalm of Praise Let Everything That Hath Breath (based on Psalms 149 & 150) Jeffery L. Ames

Lindsay Marchio, soprano
Sing unto the Lord a new song. Sing unto the Lord all the earth.
Declare his glory among the nations. Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord!
Magnify the Lord with me and exalt his name together.
Hallelujah, bless his name for he’s worthy to be praised.
Clap your hands all ye people. Shout with a voice of triumph!
For the mighty Lord is great and greatly to be praised!
Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord!
Praise him with the timbrel, praise him with the dance.
Stand up on your feet and just lift up holy hands.
Sing “Hallelujah,” praise his holy name.
For the Lord is worthy to be praised!
Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord!

A Psalm of Thanksgiving Psalm 30 Barbara Hopta
One: 1will extol you, O LoRD, for you have drawn me up, and did not let my foes rejoice over me.
All: O LorD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me.
O LoRD, you brought up my soul from Sheol,
restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit.
One: Sing praises to the LORD, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
All: As for me, I said in my prosperity, “I shall never be moved.”
By your favor, O LoRD, you had established me as a strong mountain;
you hid your face; I was dismayed.
One: To you, O LoRrp, I cried, and to the LorD I made supplication:
“What profit is there in my death, if | go down to the Pit?
Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness?
Hear, O LoRD, and be gracious to me! O LORD, be my helper!
All: You have turned my mourning into dancing;
you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,
so that my soul may praise you and not be silent.
O LorD my God, I will give thanks to you forever.



A Psalm of Praise Psalm 95:1-2

Come, sing unto the Lord, sing all ye people.
Let us rejoice in the strength of our salvation,
Come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and a song.

A Psalm of Praise Psalm 117

1Praise the LORD, all you nations! Extol him, all you peoples!

Henry Purcell
The Sanctuary Choir

Beth Vorhees

ZFor great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.

Praise the LORD!

*Hymn From All That Dwell Below the Skies (based on Psalm 117) LASST UNS ERFREUEN
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“Hallelujah”
(Mike Moyers, 2013)




A Psalm of Lament

Psalm 22:1-11, 22-29 Beth Vorhees, Barbara Hopta

Refrain (1x solo | 2x ALL hum)
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1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?
20 my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest.
3Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.
“In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them.
5To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame.

Refrain (sung by ALL)

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul?
What wondrous love is this, O my soul?
6But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others, and despised by the people.

7All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;
8Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver— let him rescue the one in whom he delights!”

Refrain (sung by ALL)

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down...
9Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my mother’s breast.

100n you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have been my God.
11Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.

Refrain (sung by ALL)

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing.
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing.

22] will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:
23You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;

stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
24For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted;

he did not hide his face from me, but heard when I cried to him.
25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. May your hearts live forever!
27A1] the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;

and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.
28For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations.
29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;

before him shall bow all who go down to dust, and I shall live for him.

Refrain (sung by ALL)

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on!
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on!



Psalms of Trust Psalms 121 & 125 Beth Vorhees, Barbara Hopta
One: Iwilllift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come?
All: My help comes from the LorD, who made heaven and earth.
One: He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
All: He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
One: The LoRD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
All: The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
One: The Lorp will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.
All: The Lorp will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

One: Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
All: As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people,
from this time on and forevermore.
One: For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest on the land allotted to the righteous,
so that the righteous might not stretch out their hands to do wrong.
All: Do good, O Lorp, to those who are upright in their hearts.
One: Butthose who turn aside to their own crooked ways the LorD will lead away with evildoers.
All: Peace be upon Israel!

Organ Meditation A Meditation on Psalm 121 Rob Peters

A Psalm of Trust Psalm 23 Marty Haugen
The Sanctuary Choir

Refrain (1x Choir | 2x ALL)
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God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love,
I walk by the quiet waters of peace.

Refrain (sung by ALL)

Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth,
my spirit shall sing the music of your name.

Though I should wander the valley of death, I fear no evil, for you are at my side,
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope.

Refrain (sung by ALL)

You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred,
crowning me with love beyond my power to hold.

Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life;
[ will dwell in the house of my God forevermore.

Refrain (sung by ALL)



A Psalm of Praise Psalm 24 Beth Vorhees, Barbara Hopta

1The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it;
2For he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.
3Who shall ascend the hill of the LorRD? And who shall stand in his holy place?
4Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is false,
and do not swear deceitfully.
5They will receive blessing from the LORD, and vindication from the God of their salvation.
6Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob.
7Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
8Who is the King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle.
9Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
10Who is this King of glory? The LoORD of hosts, he is the King of glory.

*Hymn #261 Peoples, Clap Your Hands! (from Psalm 47) GENEVAN 47

A Psalm of Unity Psalm 133 Pablo Sosa
Lindsay Marchio, soprano

Refrain (1x Solo | 2x ALL)
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'How good and how pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
2[t is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,

upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
3t is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

Refrain (sung by ALL)

We Respond in Faith

As we come before God, we bring the joys and burdens of our lives,
the needs of our neighbors, and the hopes of the world.

Prayer of the People and The Lord’s Prayer Pastor Myers
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



We Commit Our Lives to God

Every good gift comes from God. In gratitude for God's abundant grace,
let us commit our lives and our gifts for the work of Christ in the world.

Offertory How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings (Psalm 84:1-3, 10) Samuel Liddle

Lindsay Marchio, soprano
Please bring your offering forward during the offertory.
You may also text “firstpresby” to 73256 to give from your mobile device.

How lovely are thy dwellings, O Lord of Hosts! My soul longeth, yea, fainteth, for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.

Yea, the sparrow hath found her a house, and the swallow a nest, where she may lay her young,

Even thine altars, O Lord of Hosts, my King and my God.

0 Lord God of Hosts, hear my prayer. | would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God,

Than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand.

*Offering Response #607 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication Pastor Myers

We Go Forth in Hope

Having gathered in God's presence, heard God's Word, and received God's grace,
we are sent into the world as Christ's people—called to love, serve, and share God's hope.

*Hymn Let All Creation’s Wonders (based on Psalm 148) THAXTED
(see next page for hymn)

*Benediction Pastor Myers, Beth Vorhees, Barbara Hopta

Closing Voluntary The 19th Psalm Benedetto Marcello

Our Worship Continues in Our Service to Others.

Worship is broadcast at 11:00am on WCHS 580AM
Worship is also available on our YouTube channel: First Presby WV
Follow us on Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Charleston, WV
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WORSHIP LEADERS
The Rev. Dr. William C. Myers
Beth Vorhees
Barbara Hopta
Jayson Keeton

AUDIO & VIDEO CUSTODIAL SERVICES
Byron Goodew David Wolf
David Cottrell

THE MUSIC TODAY

Jayson Keeton, Director of Music & Organist
Lindsay Marchio, soprano

The Sanctuary Choir Service music reprinted under CCLI License No. 3604127.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:
An AED machine, Pediatric/Adult
Resuscitators, and a First Aid Kit are
located in the main church hallway
on the wall by the front offices.

THE STAFF OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

William Myers, Pastor/Head of Staff Anne Moses, Director of the Preschool
Jayson Keeton, Director of Music & Organist Erin Stone, Preschool Office Administrator
Jenny Pitchford, Financial Services Manager Bernard Wooten, Preschool Custodian
Susan Smith, Christian Education Coordinator Curtis Allen, Preschool Custodian
Diana Vorhees, Office Administrator Patrick Barron, Custodian

Chelsea Greathouse, Office Assistant
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HOPE VILLAGE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Believe it or not, Hope Village is right around the corner, and we have already received merchandise
from a few vendors. The tsunami of fun items will hit in October and Debbe and Dina would appreciate
help with inventory and tagging. If you have worked in the past or have never been able to participate
but wanted to, please reach out to Debbe at (304) 444-9272 or Dina at (304) 444-2211 and we will be
happy to include you in this fun and worthwhile mission. We set up work times as we receive the
merchandise, so hours and days vary. Many hands make light work! Thanks so much.

ROLLER SKATING

Missing the days of roller rinks? Well miss no more! Join us for some roller skating fun in the Rec Room
this Sunday, September 20t from 3-5pm. This activity is for all ages so bring your friends and family!
Roller skates are available to use but you are welcome to bring your own.

BIBLE PRESENTATION

On Sunday, September 20th, we will be presenting bibles to 6 year olds. If you have a r6-year-old or know
of one that would be interested in receiving a bible, please let the church office know.

LIFT

LIFT (Living in Faith Together) resumes Wednesday, September 16t at 5:30pm with a Potluck Dinner
for the whole church. Join us for an evening of food, fellowship and children’s activities. Find out how
LIFT can nurture your faith. Classes for adults and children will begin Wednesday, September 2314,

LIFT AFTER DARK: QUESTIONS WE'RE NOT SUPPOSED
TO ASK AT CHURCH

Some questions are too important for easy answers. This fall, LIFT After Dark will make room for honest
conversation about faith, doubt, Scripture, and the questions many of us carry but rarely have the
opportunity to explore together.

Each week stands on its own—no homework, no preparation, and no need to attend every session. Come
for the questions that interest you. Bring your doubts, your experiences, and your curiosity.

September 23 — Does Prayer Actually Change Anything?
If God already knows what will happen, why pray?

September 30 — What Happens When We Die?
Heaven, resurrection, eternal life—and what Christians really believe.

October 7 — What Do We Do with the Parts of the Bible We Don’t Like?
Difficult texts, troubling passages, and what it means to take Scripture seriously.

October 14 — Can You Be Christian and Doubt Almost Everything?
[s doubt the enemy of faith—or sometimes part of faith itself?
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INQUIRERS CLASS

Are you, or someone you know, interested in learning more about First Presby and/or becoming a
member? Join us for the Inquirer’s Class lead by Pastor Myers on Sunday, September 27th in the dining
room after worship. The class will end around 1:00pm and lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to Diana
at diana@firstpresby.com or call the front office. (304) 343-8961

TIME FOR REFRESHMENT

Join Pastor Myers on Thursday afternoons at 4:30pm in the Ruffner Room starting September 24th for
tea, shortbread/cookies, and conversation. We’ll talk about life, faith, church, politics, maybe even
church politics! Bring your opinions. Bring your questions. All are welcome. Whatever is on your mind,
we'll talk about it! You can come occasionally. You can come every week. Our only purpose is to enjoy
the fellowship and get to know each other a little better. Please enter through the side ramp door.

CHANDLER FOOD BAGS

First Presby is sending weekend food bags to 10 Chandler Academy students this year who need a little
extra. This is our fifth year with this mission and the feedback from students and staff is encouraging. If
you would like to help with this mission, you can donate individual nonperishable food items or financial
gifts for us to shop with, earmarked for Chandler. If you would just like to pray for this mission and these
students, that would also be wonderful.

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE

In our Presbyterian tradition, the work of the Church is made manifest through the collaborative effort
of Church committees. At First Presbyterian Church, your Congregational Engagement Committee is
charged with “.....encouraging participation in the life of the Church through membership on
committees....... Membership on these committees is free and open to all members of the Congregation.
Beginning this week, we will give a brief description of each of the various Committees of the Session so
you may join any committee you feel called to serve. This week we highlight the Preschool Committee.

Preschool Committee

First Presbyterian long ago recognized the need for a preschool. The Church has supported this effort
by making the activities building available to provide for both a half day and a full day program, as well
as afterschool child care. Children of all faiths and backgrounds are welcome.

The preschool has its own staff and administration but is overseen generally by the Preschool
Committee. The Committee seeks to support continuing professional development and leadership for
staff and to support the mission of the Preschool.
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PRESBYTERY CHURCH PRAYERS

Each week we pray for other congregations in our presbytery, along with the Presbytery of West Virginia
and other ministry partners. This week please pray for Bridgeport Presbyterian Church and Smithers
Presbyterian Church.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBY

Sunday, September 20

10:30am Worship Sanctuary & YouTube

11:00am Worship Radio Broadcast WCHS-580AM

3:00pm Roller Skating Bud Francis Rec. Room
Monday, September 21

8:30am Aerobics Bud Francis Rec. Room

6:30pm FPC Bowling Team Galaxy Lanes
Tuesday, September 22

10:00am Staff Meeting Ruffner Room

6:00pm Girl Scouts Bud Francis Rec. Room

7:15pm Boy Scouts Bud Francis Rec. Room
Wednesday, September 23

8:30am Aerobics Bud Francis Rec. Room

1:00pm Women'’s Book Study Ruffner Room

5:00pm LIFT Dining Room

6:15pm LIFT: After Dark Ruffner Room

7:00pm Communion Chapel

Thursday, September 24
8:30am Shoney’s Meeting Zoom (Virtual)

Friday, September 25
8:30am Aerobics Bud Francis Rec. Room

Saturday, September 26

DAILY SCRIPTURE READING
Sunday, September 20 Matthew 6:1-6,16-18

Monday, September 21 Luke 1:1-14,3:1-14

Tuesday, September 22 Luke 3:15-22
Wednesday, September 23 Luke 4:1-13

Thursday, September 24 Luke 4:14-30
Friday, September 25 Luke 4:31-37
Saturday, September 26 Luke 4:38-44

DISCOVERY CLASS
September 20 “The 12” by Paul Kinneberg
September 27 TBD - Ginna Taylor
October 4 Tips for Reading Scripture Out Loud
- Beth Vorhees
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