JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

267 Come, Christians, Join to
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1 Come, Chris-tians, join to sing: Al-le-lu-ial A - men!
2 Come, lift your hearts on high: Al-le-lu-ial A - men!
3 Praise yet our Christ a- gain: Al-le-lu-ial A - men!
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Loud praise to Christ our King: Al-le-lu-ia A - men!
Let prais - es  fill the sky: Al-le-lu-iad A - men!
Life shall not end the strain: Al-le-lu-ial! A - men!
| #ﬁ—ﬂ—"f .
o ——
)5 F—P; =
- R e
f) # | | | | | | |
> - I # I I I
[{an
3 e ——
Let all, with heart and voice, be - fore his throne re - joice;
He is our guide and friend; to us he’ll con - de-scend;

On  heav-en’s bliss - ful shore his good-ness we’ll a - dore,
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praise is his gra-cious choice: Al-le -lu-ial A - men!
his love shall nev-er end: Al-le-lu-ial! A - men!
sing - ing for - ev - er - more: Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!
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Like many other hymns of praise, this text was originally addressed to children but has been embraced by
adults as well. Although the tune’s repetitive elements suggest folk origins (possibly with alternating groups
of singers), no specific source has been identified.

TEXT: Christian Henry Bateman, 1843 MADRID
MUSIC: Spanish folk melody; arr. Benjamin Carr, 1824; harm. David Evans, 1927 6.6.6.6.D
Music Harm. © 1927 Oxford University Press



FORGIVENESS

God of Compassion, in Mercy 436
Befriend Us
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1 God of com-pas - sion, in mer - cy Dbe-friend |us,
2 Though we are lost, you have sought us and found us,
3 How shall we stray, with your hand to di - rect us,
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giv - er of grace for our needs all -a - wvail - ing.
stilled our rude hearts with your word of con - sol - ing.
you who the  stars in their cours - es are guid - ing?
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Wis - dom and strength for each day ev-er send us,
Wrap now your peace, like a man - tle, a-round us,
What  shall we fear with your power to pro - tect us,
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pa - tience un - tir - ing and cour - age un - fail - ing.
guard - ing our thoughts and our pas - sions con - trol - ling.
we who walk  forth in your great - ness con - fid - ing?
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By ending with questions rather than simple affirmations, this text conveys a strong sense of faith in God’s
presence and guidance without ignoring how much of the future remains unknown. The confidence of the
text is well matched by its sturdy 17th-century French tune.

TEXT: John J. Moment, 1933, alt.
MUSIC: Paris Antiphoner, 1681; harm. La Feillée’s Méthode du plain-chant, 1808

O QUANTA QUALIA
11.11.11.11



FORGIVENESS

435 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God's mer - cy, like the wide - ness
2 For the love of God is broad - er than the mea - sures
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of the sea. There’s a kind - ness in God’s jus - tice,
of the mind. And the heart of the E - ter - nal
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which is  more than lib - er - ty. There is no place where earth’s
is most won -der - ful - ly kind. If our lovewere but more
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sor-rows are more felt than up in heaven. There is no place

faith-ful, we would glad-ly trust God’s Word, and our lives re -
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where earth’s fail - ings have such kind - ly judg - ment given.
flect  thanks-giv - ing  for  the good - ness of our Lord.
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These stanzas, excerpted from quite a few more, offer a reminder that the model for our dealings with others
should be God’s generosity rather than limited human tolerance. The text is effectively set to a broad and
sturdy Dutch folk melody, probably from the 17th century.

TEXT: Frederick William Faber, 1854, alt. IN BABILONE
MUSIC: Dutch melody; arr. Julius Rontgen, c. 1906 8.7.8.7.D
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