GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

49  The God of Abraham Praise
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1 The God of A-braham praise, who reigns en-throned a- bove,
2 Your spir -it still flows free, high surg - ing where it will.
3 Your good-ly land we  seek, with peace and plen -ty blest,
4 You have e - ter - nal life im - plant - ed in the soul;
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the An -cient of E - ter - nal Days, the God of love!
In proph-et's word you spoke of old and you speak still
a land of sa-cred lib - er - ty and Sab - bath rest
your love shall be our strength and stay, while a - ges roll
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The Lord, the great I AM, Dby earth and heaven con-fessed,

Es - tab-lished is your law, and change-less it shall stand,

There milk and hon-ey flow, and oil and wine a - bound,
We praise you, liv -ing God! We  praise your ho - ly name:
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we bow be-fore your ho -ly name, for - ev - er blest.
deep writ up-on the hu - man heart by your strong hand.
and trees of life for - ev - er grow with mer - cy crowned.
the first, the last, be - yond all thought, and still the same!
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Shaped by its traditional Jewish tune, this selection of English stanzas conveys the essence of the Yigdal, a
canticle based on a medieval Hebrew statement of faith about the nature of God and often used in
synagogue worship, alternately chanted by cantor and congregation.

TEXT: Moses Maimonides, 12th cent.; vers. Daniel ben Judah Dayan, 1404; stanzas 1, 3, trans. Thomas Olivers, c.1770, alt.; LEONI
stanzas 2, 4, trans. Max Landsberg, Newton M. Mann, and William C. Gannett, 1884, 1910, alt. 6.6.8.4.D
MUSIC: Jewish melody, 17th cent.; adapt. Meyer Lyon and Thomas Olivers, 1770



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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1 *Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O God my Fa - ther;

2 Sum - mer and win - ter, and spring-time and  har - vest,
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,
. o
— 1 pi—d— .

I

v vd

NT
m==

f
.
[

e
N

—r—prr

f) 4 | ‘ | | A L
] 1 K— 1 I !
G e o ., —— .
e e e e o § P IS g
there s no shad - ow of turn - ing with  thee.
sun, moon, and stars in their cours - es a - Dbove
thine own dear pres - ence to cheer and to guide,
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Thou chang - est not; thy com - pas - sions they  fail not.
join with  all na - ture in man - i - fold wit - ness

strength for to - day and bright hope for to - mor-row:
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As thou hast been thou for - ev - er wilt be.
to thy great faith - ful - nesss, mer - cy, and  love.
bless - ings  all mine, with ten thou - sand be - side!
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*Or “Creat is thy faithfulness, O God, Creator.”

Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns among the 1200 poems by
this Methodist writer and pastor that has gained much currency. The tune that appears here was composed
especially for these words, and the pairing has proved enduring.

TEXT: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923 FAITHFULNESS
MUSIC: William Marion Runyan, 1923 11.10.11.10 with refrain
Text and Music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

Refrain
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Great is thy faith-ful-ness! Great is thy  faith-ful-ness!
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Morn - ing by morn - ing, new  mer - cies I see.
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All I have need - ed thy hand hath pro - vid - ed.
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Great is thy faith - ful-ness, Lord un - to me!
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CELEBRATING TIME

687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

(Psalm 90)
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1 Our God, our help in a - ges past our
2 Be - neath the shad - ow of thy  throne thy
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood, or
4 A thou - sand a - ges in thy  sight  are
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hope for years to come, our  shel - ter from the
saints have dwelt se - cure; suf - fi - cient is thine
earth re - ceived its frame, from ev - er - last - ing
like an  eve - ning  gone, short  as the watch that
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storm - y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
arm a - lone, and our de - fense is sure.
thou art God, to end - less years the same.
ends the  night be - fore the ris - ing sun.
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5 Time, like an ever rolling stream,

bears all our years away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.
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Our God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come,

be thou our guard while life shall last,
and our eternal home.

Many people sing this hymn unaware that it paraphrases Psalm 90, partly because this text speaks so
immediately to the human condition. Since the middle of the 19th century, it has usually been joined to this
tune named for the London parish where the composer was organist.

TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. William Croft, 1708
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