JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

O God of Every Nation /56
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1 O God of ev -ery na - tion, of ev - ery race and land,
2 From search for wealth and pow - er and scorn of truth and right,
3 Lord, strength-en those who la - bor that all may find re - lease
4 Keep bright in wus the vi - sion of days when war shall cease,
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re - deem the whole cre - a
from trust in bombs that
rat - tling
di -

tion with your al - might-y hand.
show - er  de-struc-tion through the night,
sa ber, from dread of war’s in - crease;
sion give way to love and peace,

from fear of
when ha - tred and
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Where hate and fear di - vide us

from pride of race and sta- tion
when hope and cour - age fal - ter,
till  dawns the morn-ing glo-rious

and bit - ter threats are hurled,
and blind-ness to your way,
your still small voice be heard;
when truth and jus - tice reign
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in love and mer-cy guide
de liv - er ev-ery na
with faith that none can al

us and heal our strife - torn world.
tion, e - ter - nal God, we pray.
ter, your ser-vants un - der - gird.

and Christ shall rule vic - to - rious o’er all the world’s do - main.
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If we truly believe that God cares for all people, we cannot limit our prayers and songs for peace to the
welfare of our own nation, no matter how much we may love it. This challenging text is set to a stirring

Welsh tune, named for a hamlet with a prominent Baptist chapel.

TEXT: William W. Reid Jr., 1958, alt.
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; Liwybrau Moliant, 1872; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906
Text © 1958, ren. 1986 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
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GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

293

Loving Spirit
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1 Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir - it, you have cho-sen me to be,
2 Like a moth-er you en - fold me, hold my life with-in your own,
3 Like a fa-ther you pro-tect me, teach me the dis-cern-ing eye,
4 Friend and lov - er, in your close-ness I am known and held and blessed:
5 Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir - it, you have cho-sen me to be,
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you have drawn me to your won-der, you have set your sign on me.
feed me with yourver-y Dbod -y, form me of your flesh and bone.
hoist me up up-on your shoul-der, let me see the world from high.
in your prom-ise is my com - fort, in your pres-ence I may rest.
you have drawn me to your won-der, you have set your sign on me.
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A gift to the whole church, the Holy Spirit is also experienced by individuals in meaningful ways such as
those described in this reflective (and structurally circular) consideration of the relational aspects of the
Spirit. The tune may have originated in a folk melody.

TEXT: Shirley Erena Murray, 1986
MUSIC: Corner’s Gross Catholisch Gesangbuch, 1631; arr. William Smith Rockstro, 19th cent.
Text © 1987 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
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GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 65
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1 Guide me, O thou great Je - ho - vah, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain, whence the heal - ing
3 When 1 tread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but thou art might-y. Hold me
stream doth flow. Let the fire and cloud-y pil - lar lead me
fears sub - side. Death of death, and hell’s de - struc-tion, land me
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with thy power-ful hand. Bread of heav-en, bread of heav-en,
all  my jour - ney through.Strong de-liv - erer, strong de-liv - erer,
safe on Ca-naan’s side. Songs of prais-es, songs of prais-es
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feedme till I ~want no more; feed me till I want no more.
be thou still my strength and shield; be thou still my strength and shield.
I will ev-er give to thee; I will ev - er give to thee.
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Few Welsh hymns are as well known or loved as this 18th-century text that did not gain its popular tune
until the early 20th century. In both its original text and in English translation, it is a stirring hymn of
pilgrimage filled with vivid imagery from Hebrew Scripture.

TEXT: William Williams, 1762; stanza 1, trans. Peter Williams, 1771; stanzas 2-3, trans. William Williams, 1772

MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907
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