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We Gather Together
THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

336

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Attr. Adrianus Valerius, c. 1626; trans. Theodore Baker, 1894
MUSIC: Neder-landtsch Gedenck-Clanck, 1626; harm. Eduard Kremser, 1877

KREMSER
12.11.12.11

(this tune in a higher key, 612)

First published among songs celebrating the end of Spanish control of the Netherlands, this text’s blend of
patriotism and piety has made it popular at (often ecumenical) Thanksgiving Day services. The tune is
named for the Viennese arranger whose male chorus popularized it.
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Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
ADORATION

620

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Henry Francis Lyte, 1834, alt.
MUSIC: John Goss, 1869

LAUDA ANIMA
8.7.8.7.8.7

This free paraphrase of Psalm 103 gains much energy and conviction by including the double “Alleluia!”
before the final line of text. That repeated four-note figure descending from the tune’s highest note gives
voice to the praise that the rest of the hymn evokes.

(Psalm 103)
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Now Thank We All Our God
THANKSGIVING

643

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Martin Rinkart, c. 1636; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1858, alt.
MUSIC: Johann Crüger, 1647; harm. Felix Mendelssohn, 1840

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT
6.7.6.7.6.6.6.6

Although this hymn is often used on large and festive occasions, its first two stanzas had much humbler
beginnings: they originated as a family table prayer during the Thirty Years’ War (1618–1648). These words
have been associated with this tune since the mid-17th century.
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