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FIRST PRESBY PRESS
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MAKING THE SWITCH TO YOUTUBE
On Sunday, October 24, First Presby will live stream our worship service at
10:30 a.m. on our YouTube channel. This will replace worship via ZOOM.
To ensure that you are receiving notifications from us on YouTube, please
follow these directions:
1. Go to www.firstpresby.com
2. Click the red YouTube button in the top right-hand corner
3. Once you have been re-directed to YouTube, click the red “SUBSCRIBE”
button in the top right-hand corner
Thank you for your patience as we make this transition. If you miss the
live stream, you can find the video on our channel later that day.

PRESBYTERY NEWS
Susan Sharp Campbell will be hosting an Elder Deacon Preparation 101
class on November 7 and 21 from 2:00-5:00 p.m. Registration deadline is
October 27. For full details and registration information, please see the last
page of this newsletter.
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DEACON NEWS
The Deacons continue to meet via ZOOM but are
finding themselves more visible and present at
church. We discussed our past’s months work and
talked about remaining engaged going into the
holidays. We are volunteering as greeters, Panera
Bread Ministry workers, Halloween candy givers,
and are restarting the Chicken Soup Ministry. We
look forward to seeing you in church!

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
First Presby has engaged ZMM Architects and
Engineers to study our entire HVAC system with the
goal of reducing both maintenance and operating
costs. We expect a report near year-end that outlines
what can be achieved and the cost of renovation. We
expect to do the renovation in stages, over 2-5 years
as funding will allow. A summary of their report will
be included in this newsletter when completed.
The Property Committee welcomes John Pettry as our
Facilities Manager. He comes to us from the Dunbar
Housing Authority where his responsibilities were
similar to ours. He is very busy getting to know our
people and the layout (and opportunities) of our halfblock campus. Please introduce yourself to him when
you are in the church.
The Property Committee is strongly considering
replacement of the discolored and worn Chapel
carpeting. This study should be complete in December
and available for 2022 funding.
The Property Committee is researching contractors
that have the ability to carefully strengthen our 100year old sanctuary pews. If you know of contractors
that have this ability, please contact Andy Ceperley.
The Education Building elevator replacement project
is on-schedule for a November completion.
As our members have noted to me, many areas of our
church need repair and/or refurbishment. Much time
is required to study the issue, gather information, get
estimates, gain approval and follow the job through to
completion. All of this requires more active members
involved with the Property Committee. The Property
Committee does need more members.
All that is required of a Property Committee member
is a desire to keep our campus and buildings
functioning properly and looking like the church we
want. If you have time to help us, please give me a
call. Andy Ceperley 304-552-1665.

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP
“…for surely you know the plans that I have for you,
says the Lord…plans to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
As this passage of Jeremiah reminds us, God has a
plans for us…plans to give us a future with hope. We

stand on these assurances from God knowing that
we can reflect His vision of hope out into our
community and beyond. Stewardship season is
upon us, and we have already heard from wonderful
people, these last three Sundays, on how they have
been impacted by this vision of hope. The Finance
and Stewardship Committee has lined up three
more wonderful people to speak in the upcoming
three weeks ahead. Be looking for your Stewardship
letter, which should be arriving by mail by the
beginning of next week. We pray that each one will
prayerfully consider how your pledge can contribute
to the Church’s vision of hope for Charleston and
beyond. Being in the heart of our city, we are a
beacon of light, able to shine God’s glory and love to
all we encounter. God’s blessings…
Ginna Taylor, Elder Chair
Finance and Stewardship Committee

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL
There are currently three adult Sunday School
classes meeting, Discovery Class (Bud Francis Rec.
Room), Koinonia (Ruffner Room in November), and
“the class” who is meeting via ZOOM. These classes
have extended an open invitation to anyone who
wishes to join!
Youth Sunday School meets in the Youth Lounge in
the lower level of the Activities Building. Brent and
Kristi Walker would like to invite 6-12 graders to
join them!

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
During the worship service, the children are
dismissed after Time with Children to go to their
class with Tish Chafin and Harriet Hoy (and a
handful of wonderful subs) to learn God and his
family.
LOGOS
The LOGOS ministry started with 2 students in the
PreK-5th grade classes and is now up to 8 regular
attendees! Take a look at the adorable camels that
learned the story of Rebekah and Isaac!

MISSION & WITNESS

FIRST PRESBY PRESCHOOL

Scatter to Serve was a great success! Thank you to
everyone who participated with our various
projects.

First Presby Preschool has had a busy month! We
had many families present for Parent Night, where
students brought their parents in to show off all
that they have been working on in their
classrooms. They were so proud of themselves! Our
spaghetti dinner fundraiser brought in nearly $1800
to purchase new equipment for our preschool
classrooms and spaces. We then prepared for our
anniversary celebration. It was so nice to walk
down a path of history over the last 75 years and
see many children present at Sunday Worship. Our
newly renovated space was dedicated to the ten
former directors for their years of service. With
enrollment ongoing, we welcomed four new
students this month. We are looking forward to our
Trot and Treat next week and welcome any children
and children at heart to join us in dressing up and
fun! Thank you to all who share the love of Christ
through your love and support for our preschool
program!

WORSHIP & MUSIC

PANERA BREAD MINISTRY
The Panera Bread Ministry kicked-off last weekend! You
can find a table full of delicious treats from Panera
Bread for you to enjoy. We do ask that you consider
leaving a monetary donation as you visit the table. All
donations collected at the Panera Bread table will be
used to fight hunger in our community. If you would
like to serve in the Panera Bread Ministry, please contact Candy Strader, 304-543-3040.

At 3:00pm on Sunday, November 7, Director of
Music and Organist Jayson Keeton will present an
organ recital entitled “Of the Masses” at First
Presbyterian, Charleston. On this All Saints Sunday,
the organs of First Presby will be heard on an Organ
Mass by Renaissance composer Girolamo Cavazzoni
and Franz Liszt’s “Requiem
for the Organ.” Also on the
program, guest soprano
Catherine Freemon will sing
a solo mass by Madame
Clémence de
Grandval. This concert is
free – any donations will go
toward supporting
Samaritan Inn, one of First
Presby’s mission partners.

