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First Presby Press 

First Presbyterian Church 
Updated Seating for Social Distancing 
We continue to gather for worship in-person, as well as via ZOOM and radio broadcast 
(WCHS 580AM at 11:00 a.m.). To minimize confusion on the social distancing markers in 
the sanctuary, new measures have been put in place. Half of every pew (with the 
exception of the last five rows) will be roped off and “closed” for social distancing 
purposes. These half-pews are staggered so that every row can be utilized, but only 
alternating sides. This will help to ensure proper social distance in worship. The entire 
front row will also be closed since Pastor Myers preaches without a mask and wants to 
keep social distance as well. This new way of distancing is put in place in accordance to 
our updated COVID protocols (see below). 

In their meeting on Wednesday, August 18, Session discussed the following protocols for the health 
and safety of the congregation and all people entering the church’s buildings for worship, meetings 
and daily visits: 
 Masks are required to be worn by everyone. 
 Worship singers will be masked for the next 4 weeks as we see how the virus progresses.   
 Social Distancing by putting signs on pews to indicate appropriate places to sit. 
 Hand sanitizer and masks will be available at every entry point. 
 Contact tracing in the sanctuary by the pew pads and an attendance roll will be taken at all 

events. 
 Temperatures taken at entry points for all events with children and youth. 
 Vaccination required for ALL people who work with children and youth up to age 18. 

Committee Updates 

Christian Education Committee  |  Meets first Tuesday of the Month 
Elder Chair– John Nesius 
Rally Day was great fun with donuts, coffee and Dwayne Price’s famous cookies! Sunday School 
begins on September 19. LOGOS begins September 22 and the adjusted time is 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Please remember that all children and youth must be brought in through the breezeway door so 
that temperatures may be taken. 
 
If you wish to register for LOGOS, please visit www.firstpresby.com/logos. 
 

Updated COVID Protocols 
From Session 

http://www.firstpresby.com/logos


You will find the preschool newsletter, The Lollipop Reporter, on page 4. 
 
 

Mission & Witness Committee  |  Meets first Wednesday of the Month 
Elder Chair– Candy Strader 
Undergarment Drive 
First Presbyterian Church will be collecting men and women’s undergarments through the months of 

September and October to be donated to RCCR’s Clothing Boutique located at St. Mark’s UMC. There is a 

need for packaged men’s underwear, socks, ladies’ undergarments, and belts. You may drop off your 

donations at First Presby on Sundays or during regular church office hours. There will be blue barrels 

placed at the Virginia Street entrance, the entrance on Leon Sullivan by the office, and by the entrance to 

the playground. Representatives from the Mission & Witness Committee will deliver these items to the 

Clothing Boutique. Thank you for helping us get these essential items into the hands of our neighbors. 

Scatter to Serve 

Scatter to Serve is being planned after worship on October 17th. We will have three outside projects for 
those who wish to participate. Sign up sheets will be available soon. Covid protocols will be followed and 
bag lunches will be available. Plan to come out and participate in this mission activity to help our 
neighbors.   
 
Matthew 25 Church 
WE are a Matthew 25 church! 

Our session approved the request of the Mission and Witness Committee at the August session meeting to 

join other Presbyterian churches throughout the Presbytery and across the US in this endeavor.  This is 

something our beloved Sue Webster wanted to do before she left in 2018. Ken Tolley, our former director 

of Missions at First Presby, picked up the torch. Things came to a halt in 2019 when the Covid pandemic 

turned our word upside down.  Since last spring members of the mission committee have been meeting 

with other Matthew 25 churches on Zoom to learn about what they are doing in their congregations. We 

also met with the Missions Director at WV Presbytery.  

Becoming a Matthew 25 church means that we are following the teachings of Jesus in Matthew 25:31-46. 

Our congregation has followed these principles with our many mission projects throughout the years. Our 

most recent projects have been Souper Bowl of Caring (February), Cereal Saturdays during the season of 

Lent, Meat for May with donations going to the Covenant House Food Pantry, Barefoot Sunday, and 

currently our undergarment drive for RCCR. We are also bringing back a scaled down version of Scatter to 

Serve in October. The youth have been involved in many of these projects. Also many people made 

sandwiches and cookies for Manna Meal throughout the pandemic, and many of us continue to do so.   

As part of the Matthew 25 commitment, we are embracing these principles: 

 To build congregational vitality by using the many resources available to us by the Presbyterian Church 

USA  

 To help eradicate poverty by working to help the homeless and underserved communities in our 

downtown area 



 

Presbyterian Women 

Calling all First Presbyterian Church women! If you are a woman that attends this church, then this message 

is for you. As the Presbyterian Women move into planning their physical return, we will be conducting a sur-

vey to see the interest in different programs and events.  Please go to ww.firstpresby.com to fill out your sur-

vey. There is a pink button on the home page. We hope to see you soon! 

The Preschool Renovation is complete and the result is fantastic.  A great job was done by Courtney 
Persinger, Anne Moses, Brian Healy and Jenny Pitchford in keeping the project moving ahead and scope 
within bounds. 

The Education Building elevator replacement project has started and is on-schedule for a November 
completion. 

The vehicle security fencing project will start in September in the Main Parking Lot. This project was 
approved by Session in the June meeting.  Four adjacent parking spots located where the church vehicles 
are currently parked will be enclosed by a chain link fence with gates.  A replacement storage for 
flammables and equipment will be added to this enclosure when received. This project is necessary due to 
vandalism of our vehicles and storage shed. 

As our members have noted to me, many areas of our church need repair and/or refurbishment. Much 
time is required to study the issue, gather information, get estimates, gain approval and follow the job 
through to completion.  All of this requires more active members involved with the Property Committee. 
The Property Committee does need more members.  

All that is required of a Property Committee member is a desire to keep our campus and buildings 
functioning properly and looking like the church we want. If you have time to help us, please give me a call.  
Andy Ceperley 304-552-1665. 






